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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BANGKOK 4455 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EWWT, TH 

SUBJ: SHIPPING CENTRAL GULFS ELASH SYSTEM 
REE: TOKYO 3433 

1. CENTRAL GULF'S KANIIN MARU/FLASH II IS IN BANGKOK'S OUTER 
HARBOR (MARCH 18) AWAITING ONLY TUG REPAIRS TO LOAD, DIS- 
CHARGE FLASH UNITS, ACCORDING MR. SOMCHAI OF NGOW HOCK 
(LOCAL SHIPPING AGENT). TAIYO MARU/FLASH III IS DUE MARCH 
27, AND MR. SOMCHAI INSISTS HE HAS AUTHORITY FOR REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED FLASH SERVICE. 

2. MR. SOMCHAI WAS UNWILLING TO DISCUSS DETAILS OE "AUTHORI- 
ZATION" GRANTED EOR CENTRAL GULF SERVICE, OR MANNER IN 
WHICH ACQUIRED, AND REFUSED TO SPECULATE ON QUESTION OE 
WHETHER DOOR NOW OPEN FOR FLASH SERVICE BY OTHERS. WE 
ASSUME, HOWEVER, THAT UNLESS LIGHTER OPERATORS OR OTHER 
SHIPPING INTERESTS RAISE OBJECTIONS TO CENTRAL GULF OPER- 
ATIONS, DIETHELM WILL SCHEDULE SIMILAR SERVICES IF PFEL 
REMAINS INTERESTED. 
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